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>  E  R  R  A  T  u  M. 

InPage,*>d‘ktheUftNotebut  onc. 


TO  THE  READER. 


> 

the  prefent  revolutions  in  many  parts  of 
the  world,  but  more  particularly  thofe  of  France^ 

i  ^  .  1,  -T 

afford  matter  of  furprife  and  altonilhment  to  many 
people,  who,  neverthelefs*  do  not  feem  to  conceive  it 
to  be*  what  others  believe  it  really  is,  the  work  of  the 
finger  of  the  Most  High  ( who  rules  in  the  kingdoms 
of  men*  ;  in  whoje  hands  are  the  hearts  cf  all  mens  and 
He  turneth  them  as  the  heart  of  one  man  \  ;)  I  have  had 
a  delire  to  throw  a  few  extra&s  before  the  public^ 
taken  from  a  book  in  my  poffeiTion,  originally  written 
in  the  French  language,  by  Peter  Jurxeu,  one  of  the. 
minifters  of  the  French  church  at  Rotterdam,  and 
printed  in  Englilh,  at  London*  in  the  year  1687,  en¬ 
titled,  cc  The  Accomplishment  of  the  Scripture 
“  Prophecies;  or  the  approaching  Deliverance  oi 

“  the  Church.”-— This  I  the  rather  do,  becaufeit 

/ 

i  2  Samuel  xix.  14. 


*  Dctniel  iv,  17, 


appears 
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appears  to  me,  the  book  is  very  fcarce,  if  not  nearly 
outof  print  in  this  nation  ;  and  becaufe  I  apprehend 

thefe  cxtradls  will  be  not  only  acceptable  to  many,  but 

► 

an  encouragement  to  fome,  as  they  fo  remarkably 
point  out  the  approach  of  that  glorious  time  when  uni¬ 
versal  peace  fhall  reign  amongft  men ;  when  will  be  the 
accomplilhment  of  that  emphatical  prophecy  of  the 

i  % 

evangelical  prophet  Ifaiah,  where  he  fays,  'They  Jhall 
beat  their  j words  into  flow -Jh ares,  and  their  /pears  into 
pruning-hooks :  nation  jhall  not  lift  up /word  againft  na¬ 
tion,  neither  jhall  they  learn  war  any  more\ . 

4 

0 

I  fhall  leave  the  reader  to  make  his  own  reflexions, 

on  his  ferioufly  confidering  the  linking  fimiliarity  of 

.  -  • 

the  Author* s predictions,  and  the  prefent  changes  in  the 
face  of  things,  more  efpecially  in  France  which 
nation  he  mentions  in  a  very  particular  manner,  as 
that,  which,  in  his  apprehenfion,  fhall  Jland  forward, 
and  be  th  zjirfi  fo  begin  the  great  work  of  the  general 

REFORMATION. 


§  Ifaiah  ir. 


REMARK- 


REMARKABLE  EXTRACTS,  &c. 


THE  Author,  as  appears  from  his  own  confeftion,  did 
not  undertake  his  work  from  any  light  or  frivolous 
motive,  but  from  impreffions  of  duty  in  his  own  mind, 
and  the  ftrong  defire  he  felt  to  be  fully  informed  of  the 
time  and  circumftances  of  the  deliverance  of  the  church 
from  under  the  power  of  Antichrift ;  for  in  his  advice  to 
Chriftians,  by  way  of  Preface  to  his  work,  he  writes  thus 
in  his  fecondpage: — ccThe  misfortune  of  other  interpreters 
hath  not  difheartened  me,  hoping  that  I  have  difeovered 
cc  many  things  which  to  them  were  concealed.  But  I  may 
<c  fay,  that  I  did  not  out  of  choice  apply  myfelf  totheftudy 
<c  of  the  prophecies  :  I  found  myfelf  forced  to  it  by  a  kind 
u  of  violence  which  I  could  not  refitt.” 

Then,  after  he  has  ihewn  his  diflatisfadlion  of  mind  with 
various  fenfes  put  by  others  on  the  iith,  14th,  and  16th 
chapters  of  the  Revelations,  he  exprefies  himielfthus,  in  the 
prefatory  difeourfe,  page  26  : — <€  I  confefs  that  after  having 
cc  read  thofe  places  of  the  Apocalypfe ,  and  reviewed  them 
cc  twenty  times,  I  underidood  nothing  more  therein  :  I 
cc  wras  only  more  and  more  confirmed,  that  no  man  had 
“  rightly  underftood  them.  In  the  midfl  of  thefe  diftrac- 
u  tions  I  yet  began  my  work,  without  knowing  well  where 
<c  I  went.  But  I  can  fay,  that  God  fo  opened  mine  eyes  in 
“  the  way,  that  gave  me  unexpreffible  confoiation;  for  after 
<c  having  confulted  the  Eternal  Eruth  above  an  hundred 
<c  times,  with  a  deep  humility,  and  very  great  attention,  at 
“  length  I  received  an  anfwer,  at  lead  I  believe  fo,  and 
<c  think  it  very  plain,  that  all  that  muft precede  the  laft  fall  of 
(€  the  Antichrifiian  empire ,  is  fully  accomplijht* . ..  I  have  no 

*  Great  care  has  been  taken  that  the  extra£ls  fhould  be  exattly  according  to  the 
original)  which  accounts  for  the  difference  of  fpelling  to  the  prefent  mode. 

A  2  right 
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“  right  to  require  the  fame  afturance  from  others,  neither  do 
fc  I  require  it.  But  that  which  I  demand  at  leaft, is  a  little 
c*  of  that  -attention*,  which  I  employed  in  the  meditation  of 
<c  thofe  divine  Oracles ;  and  then  I  am  perfuaded,  that  if 
u  you  are  not  as  fully  convinc’d  as  I  ana,  you  will  yet  fee 
u  reafon  enough,  not  to  condemn  me  of  rafhnefs.” 

In  the  firft  part  of  the  body  of  the  work,  our  author 
treats  of  many  parts  of  the  prophecies,  till  he  comes  to  the 
feventh  trumpet,  where  he  fays,  in  page  80,  Cf  The  voice- 
“  of  the  feventh  trumpet  is  that  which  mult  found  at  the 
fc  moment  of  the  laft  fall  of  the  Antichrifiian  empire,  when 
cc  Popery  fhall  be  deftroyed  :  then  all  the  nations  fhall  turn 
fc  unto  God,  to  make  up  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
£C  that  is  yet  to  come,  as  appears  by  thefe  words  : 

£f  The  feventh  angel  founded,  and  there  were  great  voices  in 
cc  Heaven,  faying,  The  kingdoms  of  this  world  are  become  the 
iC  kingdoms  of  our  Lord,  and  of  his  Chrift,  and  he  fhall  reign 

cc  j-cr  ever  an(p 

After  feme  remarks  on  the  above,  he  proceeds,  in  page  81, 
thus  > — Then  the  myftery  of  God  fhall  be  finifiot,  as  he  hath 
“  declared  to  his  fervants  the  prophets ,  viz.  the  myftery  of 
this  glorious  reign  of  Jefus  Ch riff  on  the  earth,  which 
“  hath  been  foretold  by  all  the  prophets  in  fo  magnificent  a 
‘c  manner,  as  we  fhall  fhew  in  the  procefs  of  this  work, 

(  and  which  Daniel  i aw  fo  clearly  as  to  mark  the  time 
ec  and  circumftances  of  it.” 

In  his  thirteenth  chapter,  in  his  enquiry  after  the  cha¬ 
racters  of  the  Antichriltian  empire,  he  lays,  page  123, 
cc  But  we  muft  carefully  obierve,  that  in  all  places  of 
“  Chriftendom  where  thefe  Characters  are  found,  the  pride 
and  tyranny  of  Egypt,  the  fit  h  and  abominations  of  Sodom , 
<c  and  the  Idolatries  of  Babylon,  there  is  the  Antichrifiian 
<£  empire ,  in  whole  or  in  part.  And  hereupon  we  muft 
<c  conclude,  that  this  empire  is  not  confined  to  what  we 
4C  call  the  Papiftn,  the  places  fubjedt  to  the  Poped y 

And  again,  page  125,  <c  I  therefore  make  no  fcruple 
cc  to  affirm  that  the  Babylonifo  Empire  is  in  all  places, 

■f  Rev.  xi.  15, 

<c  wherever 

.4  * 
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iS  wherever  tyranny ,  pride ,  corruption,  of  worjhip,  manners , 
44  and  government,  mingled  with  Cbrijiianity,  are  to  be  found. 
*c  And  that  which  I  fay  in  refpedt  of  places,  muft  be  ex- 
cc  tended  to  times  alio.  ’Tis  in  thofe  ages,  where  pride % 
"c  tyranny,  corruption  of  manners,  and  idolatry ,  have  been 
44  vifibly'eftablifht  in  the  Church ,  that  we  muft  look  for 
*c  the  birth  and  beginning  of  the  Antichrijiian  empire d9 
Our  Author,  then,  going  over  abundance  ot  matter, 
and  many  different  ways  of  calculating,  at  length,  in 
the  recond  part,  page  59,  points  out  the  commencement  of 
that  glorious  period  of  the  church  in  thefe  words  4  c  That 
wifi  rail  on  the  year  1785,  in  which  ihall  come  the  glori- 
cus  7  sign  of  J.  Chnjl  on  the  earth ,  of  which  we  ill  all  fpeak 
-  afterwards.'9 

vT  then  proceeds  to  fhew  the  circumftances  of  the  fair 
ce  Antichrift,  in  which  he  fays,  in  page  67, — “After  this 
begins  the  1 6th  chapter ,  and  the  vifion  of  the  viols ;  it 
is  one  of  the  moft  auguft  and  excellent  vifions  in  the 
^  whole  book,  but  withal  the  leaft  underftood.  I  am  fully 
u  periuaded  that  interpreters  have  underftood  nothing  of 
the  meaning  of  this  chapter;  God  knows  whether  we 
€C  fhalj  be  more  happy.  It  we  are  miftaken,  as  others  are, 
a  this  muft  be  charged  on  us :  if  we  light  upon  the  truth, 
this  muft  be  afcribed  to  God.  But  I  am  perfuaded  that 
God  hath  heard mz  in  this  thing,  and  hath  anfwer’d  the 
very  ardent  defire  which  I  have,  had,  to  pierce  into  thefe 
<c  profound  myfteries,  to  the  end,  that  I  might  defcry  the 
4C  deliverance  of  his  church.’* 

Then,  in  page  68,  he  fays, tC  We  fhall  fee  fuch  an  admi- 
*  •  rable  agreement  between  the  events  and  the  prophecies 
u  explained,  that  fnall  abundantly  convince,  that  what  I  am 
4C  about  to  fay,  is  not  fimple  conjecture  A 

After  our  author  has  given  the  explication  of  the  pouring 
forth  of  the  viols  and  plagues,  and  explained  the  vintage 
and  the  harveft,  and  treated  of  the  laft  perfecution,  alfo  the 
death  of  the  two  witneffes,  all  which  are  mentioned  in  the 
Revelations,  he  proceeds,  in  page  242,  &c.4inthis  manner  : 
55  There  fhall  be  an  earthquake,  i.  e.  a  great  emotion  and 
J  trouble  in  the  world,  and  in  the  Antichrijiian  kingdom. 

‘  '  A3  In 
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(<  In  this  emotion ,  a  tenth  part  of  the  city  fhall  fall*,  i.  e.  a 
“  tenth  part  of  the  Antichriftian  kingdom  fhall  be  taken 
<c  away  from  it.  Seven  thouland  men  fhall  perifh  in  this 
“  earthquake ,  and  be  buried  under  the  ruins  of  the  city,  i.  e . 

<c  that  this  fhall  be  brought  about  with  fome  bloodfhed 
<c  (though  not  ‘confide rable)  in  that  part  of  the  city  which 
<c  fhall  be  taken  away  from  the  Pope  and  the  Popedom . 
tc  And  laftly,  within  a  little  while,  this  tenth  part  of  the  city,  * 
Cf  which  fhall  be  taken  from  the  Popedom ,  fhall  give  glory 
<c  to  God,  and  be  con  verted.5  * 

When  he  has  treated  of  the  refurredHon  of  the  two  wit- 
neffes,  and  endeavoured  to  prove  that  the  city  means  the 
whole  Antichriftian  empire,  he  proceeds  to  fhew  what  the 
tenth  part  of  the  city  means  ;  and  in  page  264,  &c.  fays, 

<c  This  bei ngfuppofed  and  proved  that  the  city  is  the  whole 
*e  Babylonian  and  Antichriftian  empire ,  it  muft  be  remem- 
feC  bered,  that  this  empire  of  Antichrift  is  made  up  of  ten 
“  kingdoms ,  and  ten  kings ,  who  muft  give  their  power  to  the 
tc  beaft :  Phe  tpi  horns  which  thou  faweft  are  ten  kings . 
sc  Pheje  have  one  mind,  and  ftjall  give  their  power  unto  the 
<c  beaft- j";  from  which  ’tis  clear,  that  the  tenth  part  of  the 
u  city  fignifies  here  one  of  thofe  ten  kingdoms,  under  the 
ie  authority  of  the  Antichriftian  kingdom ,  A  tenth  part  cf 
fi  the  city  fell,  i.  e.  one  of  thefe  ten  kingdoms,  which  make 
“  up  the  great  City ,  the  Babylonian  empire,  fhall  forfake  it. 

This  therefore  is  exactly  that,  which  muft  happen  within 
tc  alittle  while  after  the  three  years  and  a  half  of  the  total 
f4  fuppreftion  of  the  truth  fhall  be  expired ;  and  a  while 
fC  after  that  the  witnejfes  fhall  be  raifed,  i.  e.  after  the  pro- 
cc  feftion  of  the  truth  ihali  be  raifed  to  life  again  in  France 
“  and  elfewhere.” 

<c  And  then,  thefame  hour,  immediately  after  that,  the 
<c  reformation  fiiali  be  eftablifht  by  a  royal  edict,  without 

*Gan  we  avoid  noticing  the  ftrong  convulfivc  motions  which  of  late  have  agitated 
^he  different  powers  of  the  world  ?  in  the  midft  of  which,  France  has  been  forming 
this  furpriling  revolution,  arid  is  withdrawing  from  under  the  Popifh  yoke. — See 
III.  of  Atts  and  Decrees. 

-f  Rev.  xvii.  rs,  13* 

delay 
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<c  delay  *  ;  There  Jhall  be  an  earthquake  ,and  a  tenth  fart  of  the 
c<  city  Jhall  be  overturn'd.  Mark  that,  the  earthquake,  i.  e . 
“  the  great  alteration  of  affairs* in  the  land  of  the  Papacy , 
c<  muft  for  that  happen  only  in  the  part  of  the 
s(  city  that  fliall  fall :  for  this  fhall:  be  the  effed  of  this 
(c  earthquake. 

<c  Now  what  is  this  tenth  fart  of  the  city ,  which  fhall  fall ? 
cc  In  my  opinion,  we  cannot  doubt  that  Yis  France .  This 
“  kingdom  is  the  moft  confiderable  party  or  piece  of  the  ten 
u  horns ,  or  ftatesy  which  once  made  up  the  great  Babylonian 
<c  city.  It  fell ;  this  does  not  fignifv,  that  the  French  mo~ 
narchy  fhall  be  ruin'd ;  it  may  be  humbledf  ;  but,  in  all 
cc  appearance,  providence  does  defign  a  great  elevation  for 
c<  her  afterwards.  5Tis  highly  probable,  that  God  will  not 
tc  let  go  unpunilht  the  horrible  outrages  which  it  ads  at 
cc  this  day.  Afterward,  it  muft  build  its  greatnefs  upon  the 
cc  ruins  of  the  Pafal  empire ,  and  enrich  itfelf  with  the  fpoils 
of  thofe  who  fhall  take  part  with  the  Papacy.  They  who 
u  at  this  day  f  erf e  cute  the  P  rot  eft  ants ,  know  not  whither 
God  is  leading  them.  This  is  not  the  way  by  which  he 
cc  will  lead  France  to  the  height  of  glory.  If  fhe  comes 
(X  thither,  ’tis  becaufe  fhe  fhall  fhortly  change  her  road. 
cc  Her  greatning  will  be  no  damage  to  P  rot  eft  ant  ftates ; 
“  on  the  contrary,  the  Proteftant  Jlates  fhall  be  enricht 
with  the  fpoils  of  others,  and  be  ftrengthened  by  the  fall 
of  AntichriJFs  empire.  This  tenth  part  of  the  city  fhall  fall. 
cc  with  refped  to  the  Papacy ;  it  fhall  break  with  Rome  and 
u  the  Roman  religion.  One  thing  is  certain,  that  the  Baby - 
tc  Ionian  empire  fhall  perifh  through  the  refufal  of  obedience 
cc  by  the  ten  kings ,  who  had  given  their  power  to  the  beaft. 
*c  The  thing  is  already  come  to  pafs  in  part :  the  kingdoms 
cc  of  Swedeny  Denmark ,  Englandy  and  feveral  Sovereign  ftates 
cf  in  Germany y  have  withdrawn  themfelves  from  the  jurift 
€<  diblion  of  the  Pope.  They  have fpoyl'd  the  harlot  of  her 
ec  riches.  They  have  eaten  her  flejh,  i.  e.  feiz’d  on  her 
cc  benefices  and  revenues y  which  fhe  had  in  their  countries. 

*  Sec  No.  VII.  of  A6ls  and  Decrees, 


f  See  No,  IV.  in  A&s  and  Decree?. 
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“  This  muft  go  on,  and  be  finifht  as  it  is  begun.  The 
<c  Kings  who  yet  remain  under  the' empire  of  Rome,  muft 
fC  break  with  her,  leave  her  folitary  and  defolate. 

fc  But  who  muft  begin  this  laft  revolt?  ’Tis  moft  probable 
cf  that  France  (hall.  Not  Spain,  which  as  yet  is  plunged  in 
cc  fuperflition ,  and  is  as  much  under  the  tyranny  of  the  clergy 
cc  as  ever.  Not  the  Emperor ,  who  in  temporals  is  lub-edl  to 
cc  the  Pope ,  and  permits  that  in  his  fates  the  Archbijkop  of 
cc  Stringonium  fhould  teach,  that  the  Pope  can  take  away 
iS  the  Imperial  crown  from  him.  It  cannot  be  any  country 
cc  but  France,  which  a  long  time  ago  hath  begun  to  jhake 
“  off  the  yoke  of  Rome." 

But  France  not  being  the  tenth  part  of  the  Babylonian  em¬ 
pire  fince  the  Reformation,  the  Author  makes  that  objec¬ 
tion,  and  anfwers  it  thus,  page  c66,  &c*  £C  To  this  it  may 
cc  be  objected,  that  for  the  laft  hundred  and  fifty  years,  the 
<c  Pope's  empire  hath  not  been  made  up  of  ten  Kings,  becaufe 
€f  the  Kings  of  England,  Sweden,  Denmark,  &c.  have  thrown 
cc  off  his  government,  and  confequently  France  is  not  at 
<c  this  day  the  tenth  part  of  the  Babylonian  empire  $  for  ’tis 
€e  more  than  a  tenth  part  of  it.  But  this  is  no  difficulty  :  for 
cc  we  muft  know  that  things  retain  the  names  which  they 
cc  bore  in  their  original,  (without  regarding  the  alterations 
<c  which  time  does  bring  along  ;)  though  at  this  day  there 
“  are  not  ten  kingdoms  undef  the  Babylonian  empire ,  ’tis  not-» 
cc  withftanding  certain,  that  each  kingdom  was  called,  and 
(C  ought  to  be  called  in  this  prophecy,  the  tenth  parti  becaufe 
<c  the  prophet  having  defcribed  this  empire,  in  its  beginning 
“  by  its  ten  horns ,  or  ten  Kings,  ’tis  neceffary  for  our  clear 
<c  underftanding,  that  every  one  of  thefe  ten  kings  and  king - 
cc  doms  fhould  be  called  one  of  the  ten  kings,  or  of  the  ten 
cc  kingdoms,  with  reipeft  to  the  original  conftitution  ofthe 
cc  Antichriflian  empire. 

“  Seeing  the  tenth  part  of  the  city  which  muft  fall,  is 
f<  France,  this  gives  me  fome  hopes,  that  the  death  of  the 
<c  two  witnejfes  hath  a  particular  relation  to  this  kingdom . 
“  '  Tis  the  flreet  or  place  of  this  city,  i.  e.  the  moft  fair  and 
(c  eminent  part  of  it.  The  witnejfes  muft  remain  dead  upon 
<c  thisfireet,  and  upon  it  they  muft  be  railed  again.  And  as 

“  die 


(  II  ) 


*s  the  death  of  the  witnejjes  and  their  re  fur  region  have  a  re- 
<c  lation  ro  the  kingdom  of  France ,  it  rtiay  well  fall  out,  that 
*c  we  may  not  be  far  diftant  from  the  time  of  th ere/urreftion 
u  of  the  witneffesy  feeing  the  three  years  and  a  half  of  their 
u  deathy  are  either  begun,  or  will  begin  (hortiy. 

In  the  next  two  paragraphs,  our  author  proceeds  to  treat 
of  the  nature  and  effeT  of  this  fall  by  the  earthquake,  as  fol¬ 
lows:^ — cc  And  in  the  earthquake  were  f  'lain /even  thoufand  \  in 
tc  the  Greek  it  is  yfeven  thoufand  names  of  men ,  and  not  feven 
*c  thoufand  men.  I  confefs,  that  this  feems  fomewhat  my£* 
<c  terious :  in  other  places  we  find  not  this  phrafe,  names  of 
c*  men  put  (imply  for  men .  Perhaps  there  is  here  a  figure 
c<  of  Grammar,  called  hypallage  ca/usy  fo  that  names  of  men 
<c  are  put  for  men  of  namey  i.  e.  of  raifed,  and  confideiable 
cc  quality,  be  it  on  account  of  riches,  or  of  dignity,  or  of 
*c  learning.  But  I  am  more  inclined  to  fay,  that  here  thefe 
fc  words,  names  of  men ,  mud  be  taken  in  their  natural  figni- 
*c  fication,  and  doe  intimate,  that  the  total  reformation  of 
“  France ,  (hall  not  be  made  with  bloodfhed,  nothing  (hall 
<(  be  deftroyed  but  names ,  fuch  as  are  the  names  of  Monks » 
<c  of  Carmelites ,  of  Auguftines ,  of  Dominicans ,  of  Jacobins , 
u  Francifcansy  CapucmeSy  Jefuitesy  Mistimes  ^  and  an  infinite 
“  company  of  others,  whofe  number  ’tis  not  eafie  to  define, 
cc  and  which  the  Holy  Ghoft  denotes  by  the  number  feven% 

which  is  the  number  of  perfection,  to  fignify,  that  the  or- 
<c  ders  of  Monks  and  Nuns ,  (hall  perifh  for  ever*.  This  is 
cc  an  inftitution  fo  degenerate  from  its  firft  original,  that  'tis 
u  become  the  arm  of  Antichrift ;  thefe  orders  cannot  perifii 
u  one  without  another/' 

u  If  any  will  have  it,  that  thefe  feven  thoufand  (lain,  fig- 
f<  nifie,  that  there  (hall  be  bloodfhed t  it  (hall  not  be  greats 
t€  for  the  number  feven  put  for  an  indefinite  number,  never 
“  fignifies  a  great  one .  DeLaunay  is  very  much  miftaken  when 
•«  he  fays,  that  the  leven  thoufand,  who  had  not  bowed 
<c  the  knee  to  Baal,f  fignified  a  great  multitude  ;  on  the 
€€  contrary,  they  fignified  a  very  fnaall  number;  indeed  the 

®  See  No.  VI.  of  Afts  and  Decrees* 
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“  number  was  fo  fmall,  that  Elijah  did  not  know  of  them: 
(C  he  faid,  I  am  left  alone'* 

In  page  270  and  271,  we  find  thefe  words: — “  ’Ids 
Ki  clear,  that  thefe  kingsy  who  through  ignorance,  or  weak- 

nefs,  fuffhr’d  their  power  to  be  ufurped  by  the  empire  of 
tc  the  papacy ,  {hull  take  it  again ;  jhall  eat  her  fifth,  i.  e. 
<c  Tali  enrich  thenV'elves  with  her  benefices  and  revenues*; 
tf  and  burn  her  with fire,  i.  e.  Avail  abolilh  the  memory  of 
“  this  Rcmifh  Empire ,  fo  that  nothing  but  aihes  fhali  re- 
<(  main  of  it/* 

And  again  he  fays,  in  page  276,  "  The  firft  thine,  which 
cc  fhali  be  doncin  the  third  period  of  the /event  b  vial,  is  the 
<c  fall  of  the  tenth  part  of  the  city ,  i.  e.  of  the  Kingdom  of 
(<  F  ancey  which  fhali  break  with  the  kourt  of  Romep,  and 
tf  wholly  change  the  face  <  f  religion  in  that  kingdom y  this  is 
Cc  the  firft  aeftien  of  the  vintage.” 

“  The  be  aft  and  the  fall  c  prophet,  the  Popey  and  his  agents , 
<c  fhali  rally  all  their  forces:  but  God  fhali  mufter  all  his  to- 
<c  gether,  and  give  the  iaft  blow  to  popery  :  then  the  beaft 
<c  and  the  falie  prophet  Ihall  be  thrown  into  the  lake,  and 
<c  plunged  into  the  botto'mlefs  pit:  Babylon  Tall  wholly falli 
“  and  it  fhali  be  faid,  the  is  fallen ,  fhe  is  fallen.” 

The  author,  treadng  of  the  manner,  and  die  weapons  to 
be  made  ufe  of,  in  accompli  Ting  this  wonderful  change,  has 
thefe  words,  in  page  272  : — “  My  third  obfervation  upon 
“  this  18th  Chapter  is,  we  muft  not  interp  et  literally  the 
“  metaphors  of  burning  fire ,  blood ,  and  /laughter y  which  the 
cc  Holy  Ghoft  fees  before  us.  Certainly,  thefe  aie  not  the 
<c  methods  which  God  makes  ufe  of  to  eftabliT  his  king- 
<c  dom.  1  think  indeed,  as  I  have  already  faid,  that  God 
<c  will  futfer  Rome  to  be fackty  as  he  fuffer’d  Jerufalem  to  be; 
<c  I  further  beleive,  that  this  grear  change  in  Rel  gion ,  will 
“  not  be  made  without  blood  Ted,  as  it  hapned  in  the  laft 
<c  age.  But  feeing  the  City,  in  this  Chapter ,  and  generally 
<c  in  the  Revelation ,  takes  in  the  whole  Babylonian  Empire , 
*c  we  muft  not  imagine  that  all  this  great  circuit  of  Coun* 
Ci  cues  Hull  be  la  d  delblate. 

t  *  Sec  No.  II.  of  A£h  and  Decrees. 
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n  The  19th  Chapter  is  the  lart  in  which  mention  is  made 
4f  of  the  deftruftion  of  Anticbrift's  Kingdom.  The  ten  Hr  ft 
c<  Verfes  of  this  Chapter  muft  not  be  disjoyned  from  the 
<c  fore-going  Chapter ,  for  they  are  only  the  continuation  of 
c<  it;  The  folemn  rejoycings  of  die  EleCt,  after  the  ruin  of 
“  Babylon ,  and  the  confummation  of  the  Chriftian  Churchy 
i(  here  below  upon  Earth. 

tc  The  eleven  laft  Verfes  of  the  Chapter,  contain  a  won- 
cc  derful  vifion,  wherein  JeJus  Chrriftt  appears  fitting  upon 
u  a  white  Horfe,  having  the  titles  o  f faithfully  of  true ,  of  t'he 
f<  word  of  God,  of  King  cf  Kings ,  of  Lord  of  Lords.  He  ga- 
<c  thers  his  armies  together,  to  fight  againft  the  Beaft ,  and 
(<  againft  th z  falfe  Prophet .  An  Angel  Hands  in  the  Sun, 

<c  and  calls  to  all  the  fowls  of  Heaven,  to  come  and  eat  the 
cc  flefh  of  thofe  men  that  muft  be  flam  in  that  great  battel, 
u  which  was  to  be  fought.  On  the  other  fide,  the  Beafi 
and  the  falfe  Prophet  gather  their  forces;  the  barter 
“  fought;  the  Beafi  and  Kings  are  overcome;  he  is  taken 
cc  with  his  falfe  Prophet ;  both  are  call  into  the  lake  of  fire 
c<  and  brimftone,  together  with  all  thofe  who  had  worfhipt 
<c  the  Image  of  the  Beaft . 

And7 *in  the  next  page  he  fays  further,— cc  We  muft  not 
u  underftand  literally  the  exprefTions  of  war  and  deft  r  eying, 
*c  that  are  ufed  here :  for  example,  that  Jefus  Chrift  muft 
<c  tread  the  wine-prefs  cf  the  wrath  of  God,  that  he  muft, give 
“  to  be  eaten  by  the  fowls,  the  flefh  cf  Kings,  of  Captains,  of 
*c  mighty  men,  cf  ILorJes,  of  free,  and  bond ,  &c.  Thefie  are 
<c  metaphors  borrowed  from  war,  and  muft  be  unaerflood 
futably  to  the  nature  of  this  fpiritual  war ,  which  Jefus 
Chrift  muft  make  againft  Idolatry,  Superficial,  Herefies * 
<f  and  tyranny  :  his  quarrel  is  with  thefe,  and  not  with  men. 
(c  Beftdes  the  reafons  alledged,  we  have  here  a  covincing 
€f  one,  that  the  inflrument  of  fo  many  victories,  and  wh;cb 
c<  muft  make  fuch  a  flaughter,  is  the  ftoarp J'word,  that  comes 
41  cut  of  the  mouth  of  him  who  fit  tel  h  upon  the  white  horfe* 
*c  And  the  remnant  was  flain  with  thejword  cf  him  that  Jot 
i(  upon  the  horfe— and  all  the  fowls  werefilied  with  their  ftejh*% 
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u  Now  all  know  that  this  fharp  fword,  that  comes 
€€  out  of  the  mouth  of  Jefus  Chrifl,  is  the  Word  of  God ;  a. 
€C  fpiritml  (word,  which  muft  aft  only  fpiritual  (laughters, 
tc  and  which  does  not  deftrov  the  lives  of  men,  but  their 
<c  manners  and  Idolatries.  So  that  I  fear  let!  thofe  are 
(€  miftaken,  who  hope  to  render  to  Babylon  rli at  which  we 
a  have  received  from  her;  and  in  the  cup  which  jhe  hath  fit - 
“  led ,  to  fill  to  her  double ,  i.  e.  to  give  her  blood  for  blood, 
u  torment  fortoiment.  This  is  not  xhtfipirit  of  the  true 
(c  church” 

From  thefe,  and  other  reafons,  he  concludes  there  will 
not  be  much  bloodshed ;  and  therefore  fays,  in  page  -34, — 
u  ’  Tis  a  gre^t  queftion  whether  the  Antichrifiian  kingdom 
fhall  be  dtflroved  by  fword,  fire,  and  bloodfhed.  I  fee 
fc  n  thing  in  the  wh  ie  Revelation ,  which  obliges  us  to  be- 
ft  leive  fo:  fur  though  in  this  and  feveral  other  paflages,  the 
€t  ruin  cf  Popery  ts  painted outy  in  expreflions  borrow  ed  from 
wa  ,  fl  .ughter,  and  bloodlhed ;  yea,  in  the  moft  terrible 
€i  and  h igh  exprefTions:  nevertheief ,  this  may  very  well 
tc  be  underlhood  figuratively  ;  for  the  deflru£bon  of  Pa - 
u  ganifme  is  pointed  out  in  almoft  the  fame  exprefTions  by 
<c  the  Prophets,  though  it  was  brought  to  pals  w’ithc  ut 
<c  bloodfhed,  As  the  Kingdom  cf  the  beajl  was  formed 
*4  without  wary  bv  the  fottilh  ccmplaijance  of  the  kings  of  the 
u  earth,  who  fuffered  their  power  to  bcfnatch’tfrom  them, 
u  or  rathtr  did  voluntarily  furrendered  it:  fo  this  Antichrif- 
€t  tiank  ngd  m  may  perilh  without  weapon,  by  a.  word  of 
€i  t  vo  Letters.  The  princes  of  the  earth  need  onely  fay  jVO, 
<f  an  the  tyranny  of  Antuhrifi  will  fall  to  theground,  Andas 
a  for  Idolatry  which  is  the  other  part  o f  Antichnfiianijmy  the 
word  and  grace  of  God  n  uft  defir oy  it.  Nevei  thelefs,  I 
<(  am  willing  t  fuomit  to  the  general  qonfent  of  Interpret 
ters  of  both  Communions,  who  unanimoufly  hold,  that  in 
"  the  ruin  of  the  Antichrifiian  Kingdom ,  there  fhall  be  a 
u  great  effuTion  of  blood,  and  that  Babylon ,  the  capital  City 
tc  of  that  Kingdom ,  fhall  be  Lid  in  afhes,  I  am  willing 
cf  therefoie  to  beleive,  that  there  fhall  be  fome  bio'  dihed, 
«c  notferany  paflages  in  the  Revelation ,  but  for  thefe  two 
u  Reafons.  n  i  \&firft)  that  his  not  probable  that  the  Pope 
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e<  and  his  Partifans  will  yield  without  refiftance;  they  will 
“  (land  out,  and  in  defending  themfelves  will  attacque \  in 
u  which  attacque  they  fhall  perifh.  2.  The  fee  end,  it  fee  ms 
u  agreable  to  the  Divine  juflice,  that  the  City  of  Rome , 
*  that  for  two  thou fand years  is  the  Miftrejs  of  the  World* 
€i  the  tyrant  of  the  univerfe,  which  hath  fhed  fo  much  blood 
“  and  has  bin  delug’d  with  fo  many  impurities,  Ihould  be 
€€  overwhelmed \  and  the  world  be  avenged.” 

Then,  in  page  243,  our  author  begins  to  fhew  by  whal 
means  it  will  be  brought  about,  by  faying — u  We  muft  al- 
€€  low  the  fpace  of  at  lead  20,  or  25  years,  in  which  Popery 
“  fhall  be  pefecuted  apd  attacqued,  and  not  be  the  aggrefTor 
€C  a  id  the  perfecutor .  And  certainly,  a  fhorter  time  cannot 
<c  ferve,  for  the  utter  deflrufrion  of  this  vaft  kingdom .  For 
fC  it  ihall  not  be  deftrov’d  in  a  way  of  violence,  but  in  a  way 
*c  of  perfwaflon  j  and  becaufc  the  charm  that  holds  men 
*€  enchanted,  cannot  ceafc  in  a  moment.” 

Again,  in  page  258,  he  informs  us  more  fully,  as  fol¬ 
lows  — 4  4  And  the  Jpirit  of  life  frgrn  God  entered  into  them „ 
*c  Thefe  words  teach  us,  how  the  reformation  fhall  be  re- 
u  eftalilht  in  France :  for  in  fhefe  prophecies  1  find 
<TC  three  ways ,  by  which  the  truth  is  eilablifht,  or  re- 
u  eftabljlht ,  the  fir  ft  is  by  lightnings ',  voyces,  and  thunder s9 
u  thus  after  the  feventh  viol  was  pout -d  on  the  air,  the  re- 
■c  formation  in  the  laid  age  was  made  by  lightnings ,  voyces* 
**  and  thunders,  i.  e .  by  the  preaching  of  the  divine  oracles* 
u  And  the  feventh  angel  pour'd  out  his  viol  into  the  air >  and 
?c  there  were  voyce  ,  and  lightnings,  andthunders.  In  thispro- 
cc  phecy  thunders  always  fignify  the  divine  oracles.  The 
fc  feven  thunders  that  uttered  their  voyces  in  the  tenth  Chapter 
tc  ate  the  oracles  of  God,  which  ought  to  be  uttered  in  the 
?c  fequel.  T  hu§  the  reformation  was  made  in  the  laft 

age ,  in  a  molt  lenfible  manner,  by  the  preaching  of  the  word* 
C€  But  behold  a  Jecond  way  of  reforming:  A  fpirit  of  life 
from  God  enters  agajp  into  the  dead  witnejfes  \  i.  e .  thofe 
who  are  at  this  day  upder  epprefiion ,  fhall  fuddenly  rife 
*f  up  again  by  a  fecret  operation  of  grace,  and  an  extraor* 
oc  dinary  motion  ;  not  by  the  means  of  preaching  the  word, 
not  by  the  mimftry  of  feme  new  preachers*  but  by  a  beat- 
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*'  vcnly  iteration,  that  hall  open  the  eyes*  of  them  who  arc 
r:  as  yet  in  darknefs,  and  ftrengthen  again  the  hearts  of  thofe 
**  who  at  this  day  have  fallen  through  weaknefT  At  that 
“  time  in  ail  appearance,  the  ycke  of  the  perfecutcr  fhall  be 
tf<  broken,  a  time  of  eafe  fhall  come,  and  all  thofe  who  at 
this  day  groan  under  the  captivity  of  Babylon ,  fnall  lift 
“  up  their  heads,  and  fhall  improve  that  feafon  of  calm  to 
*c  repair  that  which  they  are  now  forced  to  wo  by  violence. 
4‘,  is  thefe  words  fignify,  a  fpirit  of  lire  from  God ,  not  from 
any  man,  nor  by  the  minihry  of  any  man,  but  from  God, 
*c  entred into  them,  and  their  zeal  was  enlivened  acain.  But 
things  hall  not  flay  there,  God  is  prep.*  ing  other  won- 
*c  ders.  There  is  a  third  reformation ,  whicn  fhall  be 
m  fet  on  foot  by  way  of  authority,  by  the  royal  power 
After  Tome  further  obfervations,  he  goes  on,  in  page 
&6o  ; — Kt  /ind  after  \  thefe  words  fignify,  that  when  the 
<c  reformation  fhall  be  eftabiifht  again  in  France,  by  way ’of 
ct  divine  immediate  operation,  by  which  the  zeal  of  the 
ccr  apojfates,  and  or  others  who  know  the  truth,  but  with- 
ef  hold  it  in  unrighteoufnefs,  hall  be  quickened  again, 
fame  fpace  of  time  fhall  pafs,  probably  fom e years,  be- 
tf  fore  France  fliall  wholly  throw  off  the  ycke  of  Popery f. 

That  kingdom  hall  not  be  entirely  reformed  by  way  of  au- 
*c  thorny,  immediately  after  our  reformatioh  hall  be  again 
*c  fet  on  foot  by  way  of  infpiration,  and  recovering  of  zeal. 
r<H  For,  and  after ,  fignines  an  interval  of  time  ;  but  whether 
«<  It  hall  be  hort,  or  long,  is  not  expreffed  :  notwithfland- 
«  ing,  I  fee  no  likelihood,  that  it  hall  be  very  long,  nor  do 
«c  I  believe  for  They  heard  a  great  voyce  from  heaven.  Yet 
*<  onceagain,  (he  having  wrote  of  this  before)  heaven  is 
<c  the  throne,  his  the  fovereign  dignity,  which  in  a  flate  is 
“  exactly  the  fame  that  heaven  is  to  the  earth,  in  light,  in 
<r  luftre,  in  good  or  bad  influences,  in  feituation,  and  in 
*c  elevation.  From  heaven,  /.  e,  from  authority ,  and  the 
prince  who  reigns h  they  heard  a  voyce ,  they  received  an 

*  See  No.  I.  in  A£ls  and  Decrees. 
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fr  order ;  not  a  fmal!  clandeftin  filent  voyce,  but  &greatvoyce9 
i*  s.  a  public  command,  a  folemn  edict  9  and  tnis  voycc 
biid  to  .hem,  Come  up  hither*.  ’Then  the  truth  fhall  get 
up  into  tne  throne  \  and  as  God  hath  contrary  to  all  pro¬ 
bability,  given  a  Popijh  Prince  to  England,  fo  God  will 
give  a  P  rot  eft  ant  Prince  to  France ,  in  fpite  of  all  eppyi- 
^  tiens  of  tne  Papifts.  And  they  aft  end  d  up  to  Heaven  in  a 
cloudy  i,  e.  their  elevation,  and  that  of  due  reformed  religion* 
"  ^/i1  be  male  publickly  ;  as  the  election  of  Elijah  3\n& 
<C  of  Jebis  Chrift,  who  were  lift  up  above  the  clouds.  And 
their  enemies  he o eld  them .  Popery  dial]  not  as  yet  be  dc- 
ftroyed  in  Prance,  when  this  lhall  happen.  The  Pric/h, 
tne  Clergy ,  and  Monks ,  dial]  be  fpcctators  of  this  great 
work  :  but  the  end  of  Popery  in  France  (hall  come  quick¬ 
ly  aiter.  For,  the  fame  hour  there  was  a  great  earth- 
Pld:' e  ’  i,  k,  the  fame  hour  5  ne  faith  not,  and  after ,  as 
he  had  fa  id,  t )  exprefs  a  (pace  of  time  between  the  refur- 
recti  on  of  the  witnefjeSy  and  their  afcencing  up  even  to 
the  throne.  But  he  faith ,the  fame  hour 3  to  fignify  that 
“  as  foon  as  the  reformation  fhall  be  eflablifht  by^a  folenm 
ediA  of  the  Prince ,  as  by  a  great  v6y.ee  from  heaven,  the 
total  defmi&ipn  of  Popery  fhall  happen. 

And  the  fame  hour  there  was  a  great  earthquake.  I  will 
not  fpend  time  upon  the  fignification  of  this  reprefenta- 
tion,  an  earthquake  1  b  o  r  tis  known  by  all  w  ho  are  yeribii 
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in -the  ProphetSy  that  in  the  ITcpneucK  ltyle,  an  ea 


quake  fig n ides  a  great  commotion  of  Nations,  that  rnufi 

*  In  tne  French  King’s  letter  (dated  the  a4th  of  January,  1^89.)  for  convoking  -h- 
Utes  general,  and  c*lhng  the  three  eftates  of  the  kingdom  to  a  participation in  Lit 
ipion,  in  order  tor  a  reform,  are  the fe  words  We  order  and  iexprefcly  critm 

“  in  oh  town  of’  ^  '  'n  °fth‘S  Prefeutktter’  tQ  convene  and  'alfembte 

«  claffes  of  X bailiw  elr  he  you  can,  die  moll  proper  of  the  three 

cla.les  of  the  bailiwick  or  lenefchalfhip  of - ,  that  they  may  confer  and 

d  nicaU  tofthcr  <m  htbjeUs  of  Complaints,  Grievances,  and  Rcmouitrances,  and  the 

means  and  aivK-  they  may  propel,  to  the  General  Affembly  of  the  States  ;  and 

<  after  hav.ng  done  thus  mod.,  .hey  are  to  chuf.  and  name  loch  and  fuch  J,Z 

Ions,  &c.  and  lo  many  ami  no  more,  of  every  clafs— all  of  them  wot  thy  ol  thin 

1,  "Writ,  ol  irujl,  Ot,  account  of  their  ’Integrity  and  the  fufnhr  MUnt 

they  a  if  endowed  with, — e— .  J 

“  They  fhall  be  turnifhed  with  proper  injlruAions ,  and  fuJia'Cnt  power  to  propofe 
remouftrate,  advife  and  cprdent  to  every  thing  that  may  concern  the  -bn- ft  dr 
“  Cure  wants  of  ihc  date,  the  reform  of  abufes,  the  eftabhfhnient  of  a  fail  fd  £T 
y  manevt  order  m  every  branch  of  the  adminiftration,  the  general  brti'bufo 
“  kingdom,  and  the  welfare  of  all  and  Uih  9i  our  fubjeft*.*  ' 

■  ■.  change 
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*'  change  the  face  of  the  world  :  becaufc  earthquakes  do 
c<  overturn  cities,  mountains,  and  wholly  change  the  face 
ft  of  a  country,  make  valleyb  where  there  were  mountains, 
fC  and  hills  where  there  were  valle/s,  and  lakes  which  were 
te  dry  land  before,  and  deferts  of  countries  which  were  in- 
<c  habited  ;  fo  that  ’tis  certain,  that  according  to  this  Pro - 
u  phefy ,  in  a  very  few  years,  the  face  of  the  Antichriftian  king¬ 
dom  fhall  be  changed.” 

This  being  the  fecond  edition  of  this  work,  our  author 
has  this  remarkable  paflage  in  page  277: — Second  editions 
€C  have  this  advantage,  that  they  may  be  futed  to  the  pal* 
u  lates  of  the  readers ,  of  whom  a  tryal  hath  been  made  : 
u  and  'were it  pofiib'.efor  me  to  do  it)  I  would  gladly  ufe 
*c  this  peice  of  prudence,  with  refpe^d  to  a  remarque,  which 
u  very  many  have  made ;  namely,  that  in  this  difeourft 
€€  we /peak  over  pofitively,  and  with  too  much  confidence ,  con - 
<c  cerning  things  which  at  the  moft  cught  to  he  propounded  only 
as  conjectures .  Perhaps  fome  time  or  other*,  men  fhall 
€e  know  the  principal  reafion ,  which  made  me  fpeak  in  fo 
**  confident  a  manner,  and  with  fuch  tokens  o iajfurance.  In 
€<  the  mean  while  I  delire  their  attention  to  feveral  things 
u  which  I  have  to  fay. 

*c  The  firft  is,  that  I  do  not  fpeak  fo  confidently  as  ’ tis  be~ 
u  lieved ,  concerning  the  moft  part  of  thofe  things  which  are  yet 
u  to  come :  for  example,  I  lay  not  down  the  exaCi  time  of  the 
u  refurreClion  of  the  witneffes.  I  do  not  fay,  that  it  fhall  be 
t€  exa£tly  in  fuch  a  year  5  for  I  have  declared,  and  do  ftill 
cc  declare,  that  I  know  not  from  what  time  God  fhall  pleafe 
«  to  begin  the  reckoning  ofthe  three  years  and  a  half ;  not 
u  but  that  I  ftrongly  hope,  that  God  intends  to  begin  it  at 
"  the  time  of  the  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantes  ;  but  this 
<c  doth  not  rife  to  a  full  afifurance.  That  which  concerns 
«<  the  rifeng  again  of  our  reformation §  by  way  of  infpirations^ 
«  the  approaching  reformation  of  France  byway  of  author  i- 
«  ty  j-,  the  fall  of  the  tenth  part  of  the  city ,  i.  e.  of  France , 
«  which  fhall  forfake  the  papal  kingdom  J  i  this  I  fay  feems 

*  Is  not  that  time  arrived  ? 

\  Sec  No.  I.  of  A6h  and  Decree*, 
i  See  No.  VII.  ditto 
£  See  No.  III.  ditto, 
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cc  to  me  to  be  more  than  a  conjecture,  I  cqnfeft  it ;  and  Jf 
fc  things  fhould  fall  out  otherwjfe,  I  ihould  be  very  mud| 
fc  miftaken.  But  however,  jf  the  fall  of  Popery  flpuld  be- 
cc  gin  in  forpe  other  place,  I  would  ingenu  oufiy  confcft 
“  that  I  was  deceived,.  which  i§  pot  Jmpq&bje." 

Again,  in  page  279,  he  goes  op  thus  ; — -ff  If  I  fbopld  be 
£C  miftaken  nine  or  ten  years  || >, — I  do  pot  think  that  any 
£C  could  juftly  treat  rpe  asafalfe  prophet,  and  accufe  me  of 
f(  rafhnefs.  Many  will  not  forbear  to  judge  me  rajh,  be- 
£C  caufe  I  propound  my  conjectures  about  theft  things  a$ 
cc  certain  conclpfions.  To  this  [  have  2iJecond  thing  to  fay* 
cc  that  none  hath  reafqn  to  be  offended,  that  f  am  pojfejf&d 
with,  and  perfwaded  of  that,  which  I  thipk  I  evidently 
£C  fee,  apd  that  I  find  the  prqofs  of  what  J  propound  con- 
a  vincing  to  myfelf,  I  fhould  do  jll  to  demand  of  others 
£C  the  fame  afiii ranee,  and  oblige  them  to  entertain  the 
fame  perfwafion ;  I  declare  the  contrary  ip  exprefs  terms  r. 
0  I  am  well  content  (as  I  have  faid)  that  my  readers  fbould 
account  thefe  affertions  to  be  conjectures,  provided  thus 
*c  I  may  have  the  liberty  to  believe  what  I  fee,  or  wljat  I 
ff  believe  J  fee  in  the  writing:  of  tfe  Prophets ,  ’  Befples,  it 
“  feems  that  there  is  no  great  neceffpy  of  purpfhipg  me  for 
f c  this  pretended  rafhnefs,  feeing  if  fo  be  that  I  am  miftaken* 
0  ‘Time  is  preparig  for  me  a  mortification  fore  enough.  Let 
€f  us  leave  Providence  to  work  t  ‘.ft  wiJJ.  difeoyer  wjio  if 
0  guilty  of  rafimefs  pnd  fond  credulity. 

Our  author  (having  treated  largely  on  the  reign  of  (thrift 
upon  earth)  near  the  conclufion  of  the  work,  writes  as  tal¬ 
lows,  in  page  375,  fcc.-r-"  Having  confirmed  the  truth 
<c  of  this  reign  of  Chrfi  upon  earth ,  'we  ought  now  to  cop- 
0  fider  the  pat  are,  and  characters  pf  it,  they  may  be  divp- 
fC  ded  into  two  clafTes  $  fome  that  are  doubtful ?  and  others 
0  certain.  It  is  fit  that  we  begin  with  the  certain.  V/e 
cc  are  not  to  reckon  among  the  characters  of  this  reigp^ 
fc  either  the  fall  of  the  Babylonifh  empire ,  or  the  cony  erf  on  of 
0  the  Jews,  or  the  ’  converfion  of  the  remaining  Gentile/. 
0  For  theft  three  things  are  to  go  before  it.  ‘  They  can  ne- 
0  v^r  be  brought  about,' but  with  eonliifion  and  tumuk? 


|l  Here  we  fee  an  allowance  that  f<  ts  the  time  .between  3. 78^  *n4  1795 
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<c  The  Topijh  empire  cannot  fall,  but  it  mull  c oft  blood,  and 
<f  make  a  mighty  noife.  The  converfion  of  the  Jews  muft 
u  needs  be  attended  with  great  commotions  among  the 
°  people,  and  it  may  be  violent  contradictions.  ’Tis  like- 
“  wife  impoffible  to  conceive,  that  the  converfion  of  the 
“  Gentiles  can  be  brought  about,  without  the  utmoftendea- 
<(  vours  of  the  Devil  to  hinder  it:  he  will  raife  all  his  forces 
everywhere,  to  hinder  the  laft  eftablifhment  of  this  king- 
tc  dom  of  Chrift ,  as  he  did  in  the  firft  ages  of  the  Chriftian 
Church .  So  that  we  cannot  doubt,  but  he  will  caufe 
<(  great  oppofition,  not  oniy  bywords,  but  it  may  be  blows. 
tc  Now  this  cannot  belong  to  the  kingdom  cf  Chrift  >  whereof 
<f  the  principal  character  is  Joveraign  peace.  Infomuch 
“  that  we  thus  conceive  of  it.  i.  The  Pupal  empire  (hall 
“  fall.  i.  After  that  feme  years  will  be  neceffary  to 
*c  abolifh  Jeffs  and  parties ,  and  compofe  the  differences 
“  among  Chriftians,  j.  That  after  this,  many  Heathen 
*c  nations ,  and  the  Jews  fhall  be  converted ;  lor  it  cannot  be 
<l  thought,  that  they  fhould  be  converted,  while  Chriftians 
<l  are  lb  much  at  variance  among  themfelves,  and  feeking 
“  the  deftrudHon  of  one  another.  4,  After  the  conver- 
€C  fion  of  the  Jews ,  the  remainder  of  the  moft  remote  nations 
fhall  alfo  be  converted  ;  now  for  all  this  there  muff  be 
time  5  for  fhould  we  think  that  God  will  adl  in  a  more 
<l  miraculous  manner  in  ihh>  than  in  the  eftablifhment  ofthe 
44  firft  Chriftian  Church.  Wherefore,  as  the  Chriftian  Church 
€<  was  near  an  hundred  years  in  its  firft  fetiing,  no  iefs  will 
<f  be  neceffary  perfectly  to  refettle  it  ;  and  then  fhall  that 
“  bleffed  kingdom  come,  which  we  expedt ;  not  but  that 
C(  there  is  fome  probability,  that  God  may  begin  to  com- 
Mt  pute  the  thoujand years  from  xh^  fall  of  A'ntichrift ,  even 
before  the  converfion  of  the  Jews  and  Gentiles ,  and  fo  the 
“  fall  of  the  A ntichrijiian  kingdom ,  and  the  converfion  of  the 
“  nations y  may  in  iome  fort  be  comprehended  within  the 
‘c  reign  of  Chrift for  a  thoujand  years*.  But  when  we  ipeak 
“  here  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift ,  we  fpeak  of  it  as  in  its  per- 
“  fedtion,  which  will  not  be  till  after  thefe  things  are  come 
**  to  pahs.” 

*  JnjtJju  light  1  apprehend  wc  fhould  look  on  the  fix:  time  >78$,  or  withiotoi 
ycjyr*  uieei . 
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T ti  the  next  paragraph  he  gives  his  ftrft  charafter  intheie 
Words  : — <c  The  firfi  certain  character  of  this  reign  of 
**  Chrift,  is  the  plait  if ull  effufion  gf  the  Spirit  of  God  Upon 
u  men.  The  prophecy  of  Joel  to  this  purpofe,  is  one  of 
“  thofe,  which  is  but  in  part  accomplifht  hitherto,  I  will 
“pour  out  my  fpirit  upon  all  fldjh ,  and  your  Jons  and y  out 
“  daughters  fhall  prophecy , your  old  men  fhall  dream  dr  earns , 
tc  and  your  young  men  Jet  vifions ;  alfo  on  the  Jervants  and  the 
“  hand-maid  in  thofe  days  will  I  pour  out  my  fpiril*.  That 
“  leffer  effufion  of  the  fpirit,  which  the  firft  Chriftians  expe- 
cc  rienc’t  is  not  enough  to  fill  up  the  fenfe  of  this  prophecy , 

“  i.  Becaufe  that  did  not  extend  very  far;  the  number 
cc  was  not  great  of  thofe  who  did  ;  partake  of  it.  2.  That 
£C  did  not  lad  but  a  little  while,  for  even  before  the  death  of 
“  the  Apofiles ,  the  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  fpirit  became 
<c  rare  ;  fo  that  what  was  then,  was  properly  but  a  pre- 
ic  fage  and  type  of  that  large  effufion  of  the  fpirit,  which 
*£  fhould  be  in  the  laft  period  of  the  Church  ;  not  that  all 
“  men  (hall  then  become  prophets  and  be  infpired ;  bu£ 
cc  all  (hall  be  affifted  and  led  by  an  extraordinary  and  ail- 
“  powerful  influence  of  the  H.  Spirit. 

<e  From  this  firft  character  will  arife  a  Jecond>  viz .  great 
€m  holinejs.  Great  in  refpedt  to  the  degrees ,  and  of  the  extent 
“  of  it.  In  refpebt  of  degrees  \  for  fuch  as  fhall  then  be 
“  holy ,  fhall  be  incomparably  more  fa  than  any  are  now, 
‘c  who  are  reputed  fuch  :  and  as  to  the  extent  of  it,  becaufe 
<c  the  number  of  holy  perfons  (hall  be  greater./* 

The  fourth  character  he  gives  as  follows,  in  page  37 8. 
— cc  The  fourth  character  of  this,  reign  of  thrift,  is  a 
tC  [over aign  peace.  This  is  plainly  revealed  by  many  ex- 
<f  prefs  prophecies.  That  the  wolf  fhall  feed  with  the  lamb , 
“  an&fwords  he  turned  into  plough, -Jh  are  s,  and  men  fhall  not 
“  hurt  or  deftroy  one  another*  .The  art  of  war  which  fprung 
(C  from  hell ,  fnall  return  thither \  Nothing  but  the  cor- 
u  ruption  and  wickednefs  of  the  world  doth  now  make:  it 
“  neceffary.  T he  Devil  of  Covetoufnefs,  and  of  Ambition^ 
“  the  fpirit  of  Revenge,  and  the  like,  (hall  return  to  the 
<c  bottomlefs  pit,  whence  they  earns.  And  it  fhall  not 
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&  inofe  be  a  point  of  honour  to  know  How  to  mafiacrb 
fc  rrlankind,  to  ftorm  Towns,  and  gain  Battles,  and  dcilroy 
hi  Countries,  and  cover  the  Fields  with  dead  Bodies.” 

Then  follows  his  fifth  character,  in  thefe  words,  fo  very 
'remarkdbk',  when  we  confider  what  has  lately  taken  plkce  in 
France,  with  refpedt  tb  tides*  Jirtriorial  bearings,  and  live¬ 
ries,  &c. — tf  This  lliall  be  a  kingdom of  humility.  All  thofe 
*c  vairi  Title'S,  which  ndw  ferve  for  orrtament  and  pride, 

V  .  <4  * 

«c  lliall  then  be  Vanitht.  Brotherly'  love  dial  1  make  all  men 
ffC  eqtial*;  not  that  all  diftinflion  and  all  dignities  among 
€i  men  fhall  c£afe'.  This  kingdom  is  no  anarchy  ;  there 
^  lhall  bb  lbme  to  govern,  and  others  to  obey.  But^- 
c<  vernment  lhall  then  be  without  Pride  and  infolence,  with¬ 
out  Tyranny,  and  without  Violence.  Subjects  fliail 
obey  their  Rulers,  with  an  humble  fpirit  ‘.  and  gover¬ 
nors  fhall  rule  their  fiibjebh  with  a  fpirit  of  meeknefs  and 
**  gen  dene  fs.” 

The  feventh  bharafter  the  author  expreffes  after  this 
Hianneh,  in  page  380  : — And  this  is  the  Jeventh  char  aider 
of  the  feign  of  Chrifi;  on  earth,  that  fervent  chanty  fhall 
bereftcred ,  and  fupply  all  theneceflities  ofinferior  perlons. 
**  By  this  a  thousand  Channels  lhall  be  opened  for  the 
<y-  relief  of  the  pony  like  thofe  of  vanity  :  and  they  who 
tc  how  live  tipon  the  vanity  of  worldly  men,  fhall  then  live 
**  up  oh  the  thurify  5f  the  faints.  Inferiors  are  now  vain 
rVrid  prbud  as  well  as ftiperiorsy  they  learn  and  derive  their 
vanity  front  that  of  thofe  above  ’em  :  and  as  Diogenes 
**  tramp  fed  under  his  feet  the  ho'ufehold-ftu'ff  arid  pride  of 
Platv-y  With  n  greater  frifc  than  hls\  fo  oftentimes  the 
‘pride  dnd  vanity  of  thofe,  who  grow  rich  by  the  vanity  of 
a  others,  is  greater  than  that  of  the  rich  themfelves.  It 
**  fhall  hot  then  be  thus  ;  every  man  mail  be  content  with 
cr  What  is  netefiary  i  Yd  drat  they  to  Whom  God  fhall  have 
givbft  plenty  of  wealth,  lhali  make  no  difficulty  there¬ 
with  tb  luppiV  the  nec  eludes  of  the  indigent.  A  Commit 
*rt  hi'ty  if  goods  lhall  then  take  place,  like  that  which  was 
**  fbfcn  in  tixtfrrfl  year's  of  the  Church  at  Jerifalem.  Not 
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^  that  men  fhall  lofe  their  property  in  the  goods  they  Rave* 
*c  but  every  one  (hall  difpence  largely  to  fuch  as  need.  As 
ec  they  who  gathered  more  manna  than  the  reft  had  nothing 
over,  and  thole  who  gathered  lefts,  had  no  want  :  that 
sc  which  thus  happened  in  the  wildernefs,  was  not  only  an 
cc  emblem >  but  a  true  type  of  what  fhall  be  in  the  la R.  period 
f(  of  the  Church'.  They  who  have  more  than  others,  in 
lc  regard  of  pojfejfion,  fhall  have  no  more  than  others,  in  re«v 
fl  fpect  of  ufePy 

Our  author  then  hands  down  to  lis  fome  chara£lers  he 
calls  dubious,  amongft  which  he  gives  this*  in  page  382  : 

~ — cc  It  is  likewife  dubious,  whether  all  the  powers  of  the 
world  mi  ft  then  be  abolijht.  W  hich  thofe  words  of 
44  Daniel  feCm  to  fignify.  The  beaft  was  fain ,  and  his  body 
<c  de fir  ey  ed,  and  given  to  the  burning  flame.  Concerning  the 
cc  reft  of  the  beafts ,  they  had  their  dominion  taken  away  \  yet 
cc  their  lives  were  prolonged  for  a  feafon  and  a  time *  Beafts 
lc  do  certainly  denote  fates  and  empires  ;  fo  that  it  feems  as 
if  all  foveraigh  power,  1  e.  monarchical ,  fhould  be  taken 
<f  away  ;  and  that  Chrift  alone  fhould  rule  by  his  vicege- 
tc  rents.  I  leave  this  undefided.  But  to  me  it  feems  pro- 
cc  bable,  that  the  government  of  the  world  fhall  aflume  the 
l<rc  ancient  form  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Ifrael :  that  it  fhall 
“  be  a  theocrajy  :  that  God  will  eftablifh  Judges  and  Go- 
fc  vernours ,  by  a  particular  inftindt  of  the  people  and  their 
guides  ;  that  he  will  inftru6t  them  in  his  will  by  infpired 
*c  perfons,  whofe  orders  fhall  bepuiidtually  followed. ” 

I  fhall  end  thefe  Extracts  with  the  following,  taken  from 
^page  291,  in  the  fecond  part  of  the  work;  and  then  leave 
the  reader  to  make  his  own  obferVations  on  the  whole  of 
them,  when  compared  with  the  wonderful  revolution  which 
has  taken  ‘place 'in  France. 

<c  In  the  feventh  chapter  of  the  fame  prophecy ,  we  have 
t(  the  fame  four  monarchies ,  under  the  images  of four  beafts » 
fC  9Tis  confdTed,  that  the  fourth  beaft-,  that  had  ten  horns* 
is  the  Roman  empire *  All  our  writers  grant,  that  thefe 
**  ten  horns ,  that  fighify  ten  kings ,  are  the  ten  kingdoms ,  into 
m  which  the  Roman  empire  was  divided  after  the  time  of 
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u  Valentin! m  th third ,  and  that  thofe  ten  horns  reign  toge- 
u  ther  with  the  little  horn,  which  is  A\ tichrift.  When  the 
<c  prophet  had  feen  both  the  fourth  bead,  and  the  three  fir  it 
**  wholly  destroyed,  and  their  bodies  burnt  with  fire,  he 
€<  adds.  And  Jfaw  in  the  night  viftons,  and  behold  one  like  the 
*c  Son  of  Man  came  with  the  clouds  of  heaven ,  and  came  unto 
<c  the  Ancient  of  Daves ,  and  they  brought  him  near  before  him , 
cc  and  there  was  given  him  dominion 3  and  a  glory ,  and  a  king - 
ec  doniy  that  dll  people,  nations ,  and  languages  Jhould ferve  him : 
<c  his  dominion  is  an  everlafting  dominion ,  which  jhall  not  pad 
away,  and  his  kingdom  that  which  Jhall  not  be  defrayed 
€C  Anci  to  the  famepurpofe  in  the  explication  of  the  vifion. 
<c  And  the  ten  horns  out  of  this  kingdom ,  are  ten  kings  that 
<c  Jhall  arife,  and  another  Jhall  arife  after  them ,  and  he  fall  be 
**  diver je from  the  fir  ft ,  &c.  And  he  jhall fpeak  great  words 
<c  againfl  the  Mojt  High ,  and  fall  wear  cut  the  faints  of  the 
c<  Moft  High,  and  think  to  change  times  and  lawes  ,  and  they 
€C  Jhall  be  given  into  his  handy  until!  a  time ,  and  times ,  and  the 
*c  dividing  of  times,  &c\.  All  are  agreed  that  Antichrift  is 
cc  here  intended,  and  all  Proteftants  grant  that  this  is  the  Pa - 
u  pacy y  and  that  its  reign  is  to  laft  1260  years .  Now  what 
*c  is  to  happen  after  this  time  and  timess  and  a  dividing  or 
tc  half  a  time  ?  But  the  judgement  Jhall ftty  and  they  Jhall  take 
**  away  his  dominion,  to  conjumt,  and  to  deftroy  it  unto  the 
li  end\ .  Behold  the  deftrudiion  of  Antichrift' s  kingdom. 
rc  Immediately  after  the  prophet  adds,  And  the  kingdom,  and 
<c  dominion ,  and  the  greatnefs  of  the  kingdom  under  the  whole 
heaven,  Jh all  be  given  to  the  people  of  the  faints  of  the  Moft 
*c  High y  whofe  kingdom  is  an  everlafting  kingdom ,  and  all 
tc  dom  inions  Jhall  ferve  and  obey  him§.y* 


*  Dan.  vii.  13. 
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A(h  and  Decrees  of  the  National  Affembly  of. France. 

LEST  thefeExtra&s  fhould  fall  into  the  hands- of  any¬ 
one  not  acquainted  with  the  very  great  changes  in  the 
Government,  &c.  of  France,  fince  about  the  middle  of 
the  year  178  9,  it  has  been  thought  proper,  to  fubjoin  the 
following  Ads  and  Decrees  of  the  AfTembly  of  that  nation 
(as  published  in  the  General  Evening  Poft)  that  they  may 
be  the  more  readily  compared  therewith. 


No.  I 

National  A ffembly ,  A ugufi  4,  1789. 

cc  The  Houfe  adjourned  to  feven  o’clock  in  the  evening, 
cs  when  die  three  E flays  of  Me  IT.  lx  Abbe  SyCyes, 
u  Mounicr,  and  T arget,  on  the  Rights  of  Men,  were  to  bo 
<c  examined,  and  one  of  them,  if  approved  of,  accented, 
cc  The  debates  ran  high;  b'it  between  twelve  and  one, 
<£  feme  Members  departing  from  the  (object,  and  touching 
cc  on  fome  points  of  the  Cpnftitution,,al]  the  Houfe,  actu  r 
Cl  ated  by  one  of  thofe  principles  which  fprings  from  pure 
*(  patriotifmy  divefting  thenifelves  of  all  private  inter  eft, 
“  formed  but  one  body,  and,  as  if  vying  with  one  another 

in  point  of  generofity,  unanimoufly  agreed  to  pafs  tlle 
<(  following  Acts,  which  were  figned  in  the  morning  by  his 
£c  Majefty. 

1.  A  proportionable  diflribution  of  impofh 

2.  A  renunciation  of  all  privileges  in  towns  and  provin¬ 
ces.  The  inhabitants  of  Paris  having  patriotically  renoun¬ 
ced  all  theirs,  requeft  a  general  conformity  in  the  kingdom* 
h  that  for  the  future  a  confederacy  may  be  formed. 

3.  The  recovery *  of  feudal  rights, 

4.  Suppreflion  of  mortmain,  and  all  perfonal  fervitude. 

5.  The  price  for  the  recovery  of  the  clergy’s  rents  to  be 
>£s  the  profit  of  livings. 

6.  Abolition  of  all  privileges  of  the  chace  and  ranger’s 

P  What  i 3  here  meant  will  be  clear  when  Y/t  e^mc  to  the  Prprec  on  this  fubjcA 
£  f  in  the  cufe  of  X ytk 

7.  .Abolition 
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/?  Abolition  of  the  lords  of  the  manor's  tribunals, 

8.  Abolition  of  venality  of  offices. 

9.  Juftice  to  be  didrihuted  gratis  to  the  peoplp. 

10.  Abolition  of  doye  houles  and  warrens. 

1 1.  Recovery  of  all  tythes  and  quit-rents. 

12.  No  feudal  rights,  or  any  other  of  that  kind,  tobc 
created  more. 

13.  Abolitions  of  calualtie§  in  livings  (fuch  as  burials^ 
&c.);  except  in  towns. 

14.  To  increafe  the  curates  falaries. 

15.  Suppreffion  of  Annates  (the  Pope  will  anually  lofe 
eight  millions  of  livres*  by  this.)  -  - 

1 6.  Admiffion  of  all  citizens  into  civil  and  military  offices. 

17.  Suppreffion  of  the  right  of  firft-fruit,  paid  by  the 
reftor  to  the  biffiop. 

18.  Suppreffion  of  wardenffiips. 

1 9.  Plurality  of  livings  fuppreffed. 

20.  A  medal  to  be  druck  in  commemoration  of  the 
happy  day. 

21.  Te  Deum  to  be  fung  at  V erfailjes,  and  in  every  town 
in  the  kingdom. 

22.  Lewis  XVI.  to  be  proclaimed  the  Reft  or  er  of  French 
Liberty. 

National  AJfembly,  Augujt  20,  1789. 

u  After  a  minute  difcuffion  of  the  feveral  Articles  of  the 

Declaration  of  Rights,  prefented  yederday,  the  fifteeq 
u  Articles  were  reduced  to  the  following  fix. 

The  Preamble  and  Articles  of  the  Declaration  of  Rights >  de¬ 
creed  by  the  National  AJJembly . 

K  The  Reprefentatives  of  the  French  nation,  confiituted 
<f  in  National  Affembly,  confidering  that  ignorance,  for- 
cc  getfulnefs,  or  negledl  of  the  rights  of  men,  are  th tfc\c 
4<  caufe  of  public  evils,  and  the  corruption  of  governments, 
*f  have  refolved  to  fet  forth,  in  a  folemn  declaration,  t^e 
f(  natural ,  inalienable ,  and  facred  rights  of  men  ;  to  the  end 

that  this  Declaration  being  conltantiy  prefent  to  all  the 

f  to  333.  333I.  6s.  8«L  flcxling. 

#<  r#ember$ 
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£C  Members  of  the  Social  Body,  may,  without  ceailng, 
“  remind  them  of  their  rights  and  their  duties  s  that  the 
cf  Alls  of  the  legiflative  and  executive  power  may,  at  any 

time,  be  compared  with  the  objeEl  of  every  political  infti- 
<£  tution,  and  thence  refpefb  it  the  more ;  that  the  oppofL 
££  tion  of  the  citizens,  founded  in  future  on  plain  and  indif- 
<£  putable  principles,  may  always  tend  to  th cprefervafion  of 
cc  the  conftitutiori)  and  the  happinefs  of  all. 

£i  The  National  Afifembly,  therefore,  in  the  prefenhe, 
£c  and  under  the  prote&ion  of  the  fupreme  Being,  recognU 
<c  zes  and  declares  the  following  rights  of  men  and  citizens . 

“  I.  All  men  are  born  and  continue  free  and  equal :  dif- 
<c  tinclions  in  fociety  can  be  inftituted  only  for  the  common 
€(  advantage . 

<£  II.  The  objeft  of  every  political  affociation  ought  to 
C£  protelil  the  natural  and  indefeasible  rights  of  men ;  thefe 
<c  are  liberty^  property >  Jecurity^  and  refinance  agmnfi  oppref^ 
(c  fion . 

“  III.  The  principles  of  all  fovereignty  reftdes  eiTentially 
C£  in  the  nation ..  No  body  of  men,  no  individual,  has  a 
*£  nght  to  exercife  an  authority  which  does  not  emanate  from 
u  the  nation. 

£C  IV.  Liberty  confifts  in  the  power  of  doing  every  thing 
“  that  hurts  not  another .  Thus  the  exercife  of  the  natural 
cc  rights  of  every  man  has  no  limits >  but  fuch  as  fecure  the 
££  enjoyment  of  the  fame  rights  to  the  other  Members  of  the 
£i  Society.  Thefe  limits  can  only  be  marked  outbythe/^w. 

<£  V.  The  law  ought  to  forbid  fuch  aftions  only  as  arc 
«£  hurtful  to  the  Society ;  whatfoever  is  not  forbidden  by  die 
££  law  is  fubjccl  to  no  reftraint ,  and  no  one  can  be  obliged 
“  do  what  the  law  does  not  ordain . 

<£  VI,  The  law  is  the  exprcffioit  of  the  general  mil;  and 
£<  all  citizens  have  a  right  to  concur,  perfonally  or  by  their 
££  reprefentatives,  in  its  formation  :  it  ought  to  be  the  fame 
<£  for  ally  whether  in  protesting  or  in  punijhing.  All  the 
“  citizens,  being  equal  in  its  eyes,  are  equally  admiffible  to 
££  all  public  dignities,  places,  and  enjoyments,  according  to 
•  ££  the  r  capacity ;  and,  without  any  di/linflifin  bu  iwiutarifes 
<£  from  their  virtues  or  their  talents*, 


f  No 
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cc  No  perfon  is  to  be  moleftcd  for  his  opinions,  not  even 
*c  for  his  religions  ones,  provided  his  manifefting  them ,  docs 
"  not  trouble  the  public  order  eft ablifhed  by  law*.'* 

No.  II. 

National  AJTembly,  Avguft  it,  1780. 

<c  Tytbes  of  all forts ,  and  competitions  paid  in  lieu  of  them, 
cc  under  wbatfoever  denomination  they  mav  be.  known  or 
*c  collected,  poffefled  by  the  fecular  or  regular  Clergy,  by 
4C  perfon?  holding  benefices  held  or  fet  apart  for  the  main- 
Cf  tenance  of  churches,  by  any  fpecies  of  Mortmain,  by  the 
cc  Order  ofMalta,  and  other  religious  and  military  orders, 
<f  as  alfo  thofe  that  have  palled  into  the  hands  of  lay  pro- 
(t  prietors  are  abelifhed.” 

<{  National  AJfembly,  November  1789. 

€<  The  National  Affembly  declares.  That  all  the  goods 
cc  of  the  church  are  at  the  difpofal  of  the  nation ,  charged  only 
<(  with  providing,  in  a  fuitable  manner,  for  the  expence  cf 
“  divine  worfhip,  the  maintenance  of  its  minifters,  and  the 
(e  relief  of  the  poor,  under  the  infpedtion  and  according  to 
<c  the  inftru&ions  of  the  provinces. 

€t  That  in  thedifpofition  to  be  made  f>r  the  maintenance 
“  of  the  miniders  of  religion,  every  vicar  fhall  he  fecured  in 
w  a  flipend,  not  lefs  than  1200  livresf  a  year,  bcfidcs  a 
*•  houi'e  and  garden. 

<c  National  AJfemlly,  March  17,  1790. 

<c  The  order  of  the  day  brought  on  the  further  difcufTion 
€<  of  the  plan  of  the  municipality  of  Paris,  relative  to  the 
tf  fale  of  church  lands  ;  and  after  feveral  Members  had 
u  delivered  their  fentiments  on  the  lubject,  the  Affemblv 
u  decreed  the  following  Article; 

<c  That  tire  de^icfne  and  eccieuafUcal  eftates,  of  which  a 
ft  fale  had  been  ordered  by  a  Decree  ot  the  1 9th  of  Decem- 
<f  ber  laft,  to  the  extent  off  our  hundred  ?nilkcn$£,  fhall  be 
€C  immediately  fold  and  alienated  by  the  municipality  ot 
<c  Paris,  and  by  the  other  municipalities  of  the  kingdom* 
€%  to  thofe  who  wifh  to  make  a  purchafe  thereof.” 


#  Thii  Dtereewa*  pafTed  three  dayi  ifter  the  other, 
+  Equi^i*  ftcrknjC 
^  Jtyial  to  1$,  666,  6661.  i $9,  -ad.  flcrlinj. 
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No.  III. 

ff  National  Ajfembly,  Augujl  n,  178  9.. 

«  The  National  Aflembly  decrees,  that,  in future,  no  mo- 
c<  ney  fhall  be  [cut  to  the  Court  of  Rome,-,  the  Vicc-kga - 
“  tion  of  Avignon*  or  the  Nunciature  of  Lucerne ,  zsfirjl  fruits, 
«  or  under  any  other  pretext  whatever  i  but  that  application 
<f  fhall  be  made  to  the  Bifhops  of  the  refpeftive  diocefe., 
a  for  all  provifions  refpefting  benefices  and  difpenfations, 
«*  which  (hall  be  granted  without  fee  or  reward,  notwith- 
w  franding  any  reverfionary  provifoes.  All  the  churches  of 
France  ought  to  enjoy  the  fame  liberty." 

<c  National  Ajfembly ,  June  13,  1790. 
a  The  new  Eifhop  fhall  not  ad  chefs  himfelftothe  Br- 
<f  shop  of  Rome  for  any  confirmation  whatever ;  but  fhall 
“  fimply  write  to  him  as  Head  of  the  Church,  that  he  unites 
<c  with  him  in  the  faith  and  communion  thereof/* 


No.  IV. 

cf  National  Ajfembly,  September  22,  1789. 
u  The  French  Government  is  monarchical.  There  is  no 
c<  authority  in  France  fuperior  to  law  ;  the  King  governs 
cc  by  it,  and  it  is  only  by  virtue  of  law  that  he  can  exaff 
obedience 

<c  National  Ajfembly,  September  24,  1789. 
li  After  a  converfation,  M.  Freteau  propofed  the  three 
“  following  Articles,  and  they  were  highly  applauded  and 
“  adopted,  as  was  the  fourth,  which  was  the  Article  of  the. 
*c  Committee. 

C(  All  power  belongs  eflentially  to  the  nation,  and  flows 
u  only  from  it.  The  legijlative power  refides  exclufively  in 
“  the  National  Ajfembly ,  whip  fhall  exercife  it  in  the  manner 
u  following : 

*{  No  aft  of  the  legiflative  body  can  be  considered  as  law , 
ifit  is  not  made  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation,  legally 
<q  and  freely  chojen ,  and  functioned  by  the  King. 

“  The  fupreme  executive  power  refides  in  the  King. 

The  judicial  power  can  neither  be  exercifed  by  the  King 
npT  by  the  legiflative  body  5  but  jujlice  fhall  be  adminif- 

*c  tered’ 
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ct  tered  in  the  name  of  the  King  only ,  by  the  Courts  efta- 
tc  blifhed  by  law,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  conffiiu- 
u  lion,  and  in  manner  determined  by  law.” 

<c  National  Affembly  y  February  24,  179 o. 
cc  The  Affembly  this  day  were  employed  on  a  very  im- 
“  portant  objedfc  i  the  compleat  abolition  of  the  feudal 
fyftem.  After  confiderabie  debate,  rather  uainterefting, 
<c  the  following  Decrees  pafted  the  Affembly. 

c<  That  all  honorary  diftin£tions>  fuperiorities ,  and  power  y 
<c  enjoyed  in  confequences  of  the  feudal  fyftem ,  are  hence- 
cf  forth  abolifhed .  As  to  the  beneficial  rights  that  fhall  re- 
fC  main,  they  fhall  be  charged  to  common  rent  charges,  till 
"  the  period  of  their  final  redemption. 

<£  That  the  homage  and  fealty  y  and  other  perfonal  fervicesy 
cc  to  which  vaftals,  tenants,  and  others  have  been  or  are  novy 
c<  Jubjedl  are  aboliftoed , 

cc  That  fiefs  are  no  longer  liable  in  any  feudal  acknow- 
c<  lodgements  to  the  Laid  paramount. 

<f  J  hat  as  to  the  tenures  which  are  deprived  of  valuable 
<f  profits  arifing  by  redemption,  an  exact  ftate  of  fuch  boun- 
<£  daries  and  extent,  and  profits  arifing  to  them,  fhall  be 
*c  made  out  from  the  regifters,  in  the  fight  of  fuch  notaries 
<c  as  fhall  be  chofen  for  that  purpofe,  and  wait  the  future 
decifion  of  the  Affembly. 

“  That  recognizances  y  declarations ,  and  other  feudal  forms  y 
t(  are  hereby  aboiifhedy  and  all  Lords  of  fiefs  are  prohibited 
“  from  continuing  any  fuch  forms  as  have  been  begun  or 
<c  entered  upon  previous  to  the  publication  of  this  Decree. 

<c  That  ail  feudal  attachments  and feizures  fnail  be  abolijh - 
u  ed ;  but  proprietors  of  feudal  rights  fhall  be  capable  of 
“  entering  actions  and  other  privileges  competent  by  the 
*c  common  law  and  cuftorns  of  the  kingdom  to  leflors  of 
“  ground. 

c<  That  feudal  rights,  and  all  other  rights  of  a  redeem- 
“  able  nature,  fhall  in  future  be  fubjefl  to  the  rules  which 
“  the  laws  of  the  kingdom  have  eltablilhed  for  their  pro- 
te  icription  or  extinction. 

<c  That  the  letters  of  ratification  eftablifhed  by  the  edifl 
«  of  j  unc  177 1  >  fhall  continue  in  force,  fo  far  as  relates  to 

“  feudal 
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*  feudal  rights*  and  until  a  new  law  and  a  uniform  plan  mdl 
be  published  by  the  Affembly. 

<f  That  all  feudal  redemptions,  and  feudal  fervices  of 
u  wbatjoever  kind ,  fhali  be  henceforth  abolijhed .”  \ 

. . —  ■ 

No.  V. 

u  National Affembly,  Auguft  it,  1789. 

<c  The  [ale  of  offices  in  the  courts  ofjuftice,  or  the  magif- 
ef  tracy,  fhali  be \fuppreffed ,  and  juflice  iball  be  adminiffered 
without  fee  or  reward:  neverthclcfs,  the  officers  holding 
<c  fuch  places  fhali  continue  to  perform  the  duties,  and  re- 
**  ceive  the  emoluments  of  them,  till  the  National  Affembly 
<f  fliall  have  provided  for  their  reimburfement* 

“  All  pecuniary  privileges  are  abolijhed,  and  as  the  collec- 
Cf  tionof  taxes  ought  to  be  uniform,  every  citizen  fhali  con- 
<f  tribute  his  fhare,  without  regard  to  birth  or  dignities ; 

®c  This  regulation  fliall  take  place  for  the  lafi:  fix  months  of 
€€  the  exifbng  taxes. 

<c  All  the  parts  of  the  French  empire  having  an  equal  in* 

€C  tereft  in  its  profperity,  and  being  equally  bound  to  fupport 
cc  all  the  neceffary  expences  of  government ;  all  the  privile * 
i€  ges  of  particular  provinces,  principalities,  cities,  orders, 
xt  and  communities,  are fupprejfed ,  and  fhali  be  fuperfeded  bf 
<c  the  common  rights  of  every  Frenchman. 

cc  Every  citizen,  without  diftinbiion  of  birth >  fliall  be  eligi- 
Cf  hie  to  all  employments,  and  to  all  dignities,  civil,  military, 

*€  and  ecdefiaftic ;  and  no  ufeful  profeffion ,  fliall  be  attended 
<c  with  lofs  of  honour.’ * 

<c  National  Affembly,  Qftober  15,  1789* 

“  This  being  the  latt  fitting  at  Verfailies,  the  Affembly, 
cc  before  adjourning  to  Paris,  refolved, 

c<  That  particular  robes  for  the  three  orders  that  compofe 
it,  and  all  dijlinfticn  of  places  for  Members,  fliall  be  fop- 
tc  preffed.” 

In  the  account  from  Paris,  dated  June  21, 1790,  we  have 
the  following 

fC  All  titulary  honours  are  entirely  aholifoed  by  a  Decree  of 
€t  the  National  Affembly,  on  Saturday  lait.  No  Dukes,  no 
cc  Marquiffes,  no  Counts,  &;c.  any  longer  in  France.” 

On  which  a  correfpondent  writes  thus  in  the  fame  paper* 

“  The 
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“  The  fupprdTion  of  all  titles  of  nobility*  which 
u  was  decreed  laft  Saturday  evening  by  the  National  A  Tern* 
biv  of  France,  is,  perhaps,  the  moft  memorable  victory 
c*  obtained  hy  reafon  over  that  prejudice  which  had  for  ages 
cc  hungclofeft  to  the  human  heart— the  pride  cf  rank  and 
ts  anceftry .  *  *  *  *  Titles,  armorial  bearings,  liveries ,  and  all 
4i  the  other  appendages  of  nobility,  are  abolijhed \  every  one  is 
“  to  be  known  by  his  family  name  and  the  term  citizen , 
<c  with  the  epithet  good  prefixed  to  it,  is  in  future  the  moft 
u  honourable  diflindtion  in  France.’ * 

And  in  the  General  Evening  Poll,  dated  July  6,  1790,  we 
have  this  intelligence: 

tf  The  King  of  France  has  given  his  affent  to  the  Decree 
■<*  of  the  National  Aftembly,  abolifhing  all  hereditary  nobi- 
<f  lity,  and  forbidding  the  titles  of  Prince,  Duke,  Count, 
“  or  Marquis,  to  be  employed  in  future.” 

No.  VI. 

€(  National  Ajfcmbly ,  February  t 4, 1790. 
ff  The  Aftembly  finally  came  to  the  Refolution  of  diftblv- 
u  ing  the  monaftic  houfes.  Tnc  Decree  was  as  follows  : 

lK  The  National  Aftembly  decree,  as  a  conftitutiona]  Ar~ 
«*  tide,  that  the  law  will  no  longer  recegnife  the  folemn  mo- 
“  naftic  vows  of  perfons  of  either  fex.  They  declare,  in 
confequence,  that  the  regular  orders  and  congregations ,  it 
“  which  fuch  vows  are  taken,  are ,  and  (hall  henceforth  re - 
u  main  fupprejfed\  and  under  no  pretence  fhall  be  capable  cf 
u  rc-eftablifhing  in  France  for  the  future. 

F  All  the  individuals  of  either  fex,  now  living  in  the  cloif- 
“  ters,  may  depart  therefrom,  by  making  their  declaration 
<f  to  the  municipality  of  the  place.  There  lhall  be  provided, 
€<  immedately  on  their  quitting  the  place,  an  adequate  pfcn- 
“  fion;  and  in  like  manner  houfes  lhall  be  provided  for  the 
“  reception  of  tbofe  who  may  not  be  difpofed  to  profit  by 'the 
44  preient  Decree.  They  moreover  declare,  that  no  change 
c<  lhall,  for  the  prefent,  take  place,  in  j  houfes  char- 

u  ged  with  the  public  education,  nor  in  noufes  of  chanty. 

u  The  female  religious  may  remain  in  tire  houfes  where 
41  they  are  at  this  time,  as  the  National  Aftembly  except 
**  them  exprefsly  from  the  Decree  which  obliges  the  reiigi^ 
^  c.  us  to  unite  leveial  Loufe  in  one.” 

T  H  £  £  x:  D. 


